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The sporty one: can climb trees,

surf and take on the boys

at their own game – and win.

Travels by: running!

Loves: trendy tracksuits, open skies

and sandy beaches.

Hates: standing still.

Name:Izzie

Meet the Magic Mates

The Magic Mates are best friends –
but that doesn’t mean they’re all alike.

The girly one: uses her mobile
for networking and planning
her social life.

Travels by: Mum’s car (her personal
chauffeur).

Loves: pink and her Magic Mates.
Hates: breaking a nail.

Name:Meena
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The ginger one: you don’t wanna mess

with this feisty gal – the Kung Fu

and quick quip queen!

Travels by: push-scooter.

Loves: Jackie Chan and her

Magic Mate pals.

Hates: nail extensions.

Name:Ginger

The clever one: uses her brains
and quick wit to talk her way out of
trouble. Sometimes she’s a bit too quick.
Travels by: bicycle and is designing
a pair of motorised rollerblades.
Loves: Jacqueline Wilson, Cathy Cassidyand Albert Einstein.

Hates: being called ‘geek’, ‘nerd’, ‘swot’or ‘boffin’.

Name: Jo
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The fashion-conscious one: can tell her

Prada from her Asda and knows

how to accessorise.

Travels by: limousine, of course!

(But only in her dreams.)

Loves: shopping.

Hates: anything to do with getting dirty;

anyone who upsets her Magic Mates.

Name:Ellie

The funky punky one: the ‘alternative’
one of the gang who hugs trees,
people and furry animals.
Travels by: skateboard.
Loves: having a good time.
Hates: bullies.

Name: Yash



The Magic Mates are on a school trip
to the Nations Gallery in London.
It’s fun to have a day out of school,
but how exciting can an art gallery be?
The Magic Mates are about to find out
that an art gallery can be very exciting
indeed.

7

Arty Party



Yash Why are we going to look
at a load of boring paintings?
I’d rather go to the zoo
and see the animals.

Ellie I’d rather go shopping.

Meena Yes!
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Ginger I’d rather go to the park.

Izzie Me too.

Jo Well, I think it will be fun.
We’ll see some really famous
paintings worth millions
and millions of pounds.

Ginger How much?!
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Jo There’s a painter called
Van Goff. He painted a picture
of sunflowers, that’s worth about
£20 million.

Yash Wow!

Meena It must be very big.

Izzie Or it’s a very good painting.

Ellie It’s a very famous painting.
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The Magic Mates walk round the gallery
looking at the different paintings.

Meena Oh, this one is so sad.
She was only queen
for nine days.

Ginger And then she lost her head.
Ha, ha, ha!
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Ellie That is so not his colour.

Yash Why is he holding a flower?

Jo It says here that this painting
was a present for his girlfriend
before they got married.

Ginger No way was he getting married.
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Jo Why not?

Ginger Because only a mother
could love that face.

Izzie He does look very stern.

Meena He needs a haircut.
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Yash Look at this one! The eyes
sort of follow you around.

Ginger It’s a bit creepy. I like it.

Izzie You would!

One of the Warders who look
after the paintings comes over to talk
to the girls.
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Ellie Do you think that painting
is creepy?

Warder It’s one of my favourites.
But the eyes do look as if
they’re following you around.
It’s not scary when the gallery
is full of people. But it’s different
at night.
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Izzie Why is it different at night?

Warder Well, we still have to guard
the paintings, even at night.
The gallery is never really empty.
But … I shouldn’t tell you this …
the gallery is built on
a graveyard.

Ellie Yeuch!



Meena Have you ever seen any ghosts?

Warder No. But sometimes there are
strange noises. Footsteps
in empty rooms – that sort
of thing.

Meena Well, I’m going to go and find
that picture of the sunflowers.
That sounds like a much
nicer painting.
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Jo I’ll go with you. I really want
to see it, too.

Ellie We’ll meet you in the shop.
Don’t forget, the gallery
will close soon.

Ginger Don’t let the ghosts get you!
Ha, ha, ha!
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Meena and Jo walk through the gallery.
There’s no one else around.
Everyone has gone home.

Meena We’ll have to hurry.
They’ll be closing up soon.

Jo I think it’s just in the next room.

The

Sunflowers



The girls stand in front of Van Goff’s
famous painting. 

Meena Oh, it’s so pretty!

Jo It’s so bright and yellow. It’s like
he’s painted it with sunshine.

Meena I know what you mean. 
But it’s much smaller 
than I was expecting.

Jo It says here that he was painting
the flowers to go in his 
friend’s room.
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Meena That’s a nice idea. 
I’d like that painting in my room.

Jo Well, unless you’ve got 
£20 million, you’d better buy 
a poster of it instead.

Meena Good plan. 
I hope the shop is still open.

But the girls are too late. The lights go off
and the gallery is closed. The girls 
are alone in the gloomy old art gallery.
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Meena Oh no!

Jo Don’t worry. We’ll go back
the way we came. We’ll meet
the others outside.

But it isn’t easy for Meena and Jo
to find their way in the dark.
Soon they are lost.
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Art Attack!



Meena I think we’ve already been
through this room.
I remember that painting
staring at me.

Jo Oh dear. I think you’re right.
It’s hard to find the way
in the dark.
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Meena Where are all the Warders?
The one we met said he guarded
the paintings at night,
but we haven’t seen anyone.

Jo Don’t worry. The others will
have missed us by now.
They’ll send some Warders
to look for us.

The girls jump when they hear
a loud noise.

Meena What was that?

24
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Jo I don’t know.

Meena Do you think it was a ghost?

Jo It’s too noisy to be a ghost.

Meena It must be one of the Warders.
Let’s ask them to show us
the way out.

Jo Good idea.

Meena I hope it’s not too far –
my new shoes are rubbing
my feet.
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The girls walk towards the noise.
Suddenly, they recognise where they are.
They’re back in the Van Goff room,
but the painting of the sunflowers
is missing. The frame is empty!

Meena Look! The painting has gone!

Jo Someone has stolen it!



The girls are locked in the art gallery
at night and a thief has stolen Van Goff’s
famous painting of sunflowers. What will
they do next?

Meena We have to tell someone
that the painting has been stolen.

Jo We have to get out of here first!
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Thief!



Meena How? We’ve been going in circles.

Jo I’ve got an idea.

Meena Good!

Jo Let’s follow the thief.

Meena Whaaaaat?! No way!

28

Jo Think about it. If we try
and get out by ourselves
we could be wandering around
all night. The thief must know
the way out. We might be able
to stop him stealing the painting.



Meena and Jo creep along in the dark.
The thief is noisy and easy to follow.

Meena He’s making a lot of noise
for a thief.

Jo Yes, he is. And I don’t understand
why we haven’t seen any Warders.
Oh! I can see the thief now –
look over there.
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The girls follow the thief to a large room.
He opens it with a big key. Inside are all
the Warders. They have been tied up.

Jo Now we know why we haven’t
seen any Warders.

Meena This thief is clever.

Jo Not clever enough. Look,
there’s a fire alarm on the wall.
If we can reach that …
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Meena … we’ll be able to set off
the alarm and the police
will come. Brilliant!

Jo It’s quite high up.
I’ll have to stand on a chair.

Meena If you do that the thief
will hear you moving the chair!

Jo You’re right. You’ll have to
reach the alarm. I’ll give you
a piggyback.
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Meena I still can’t reach it. I’ll have to
get on your shoulders.

Meena gets on to Jo’s shoulders.
It’s a bit wobbly but at least she can
reach the alarm now.



Thief Oi! Where did you two girls
come from?

Jo Meena, quick!
Ring the alarm.

Thief Get down now!

Meena I’ve done it! Aaaaaagh!

The thief pushes Jo and Meena falls off.
It’s too late for the thief – Meena has
set off the alarm.
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The alarm bell is ringing and Meena
and Jo are lying on the floor.
The thief looks worried.

Thief How do I get out of here?

34

A Painting

Restored



Jo We don’t know. We were lost
so we followed you.

Thief I thought I knew the way out.
But I heard a loud noise
so I ran away.

Meena If that wasn’t you making
that noise, who was it?

At that moment the police arrive.
They arrest the thief and take him away.
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Warder Well done, girls. If it hadn’t
been for you the Nations Gallery
would have lost a priceless
painting.

Jo There’s one thing
that puzzles me.

Warder What’s that?

Jo The thief said he ran away
when he heard a loud noise,
but there was no one else here.
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Warder The gallery is a strange place
at night. When you are alone
in the dark, your eyes
can play tricks on you.
Sometimes it feels like you’re
being watched – but it’s just
the paintings. You must have
imagined it.

Jo isn’t so sure, but everyone is just glad
that the painting is safe. The Warder
makes sure that the Van Goff painting
is put back in its frame.
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Jo I’m glad we saved the painting.

Meena Yes, and I’m glad the police
came so quickly. I didn’t like
lying on the floor – I bruised
my knee when I fell down.

Jo They say you have to suffer
for your art.

Meena Ha ha. Ouch!
Ha ha! Ouch!
Ha ha!
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Jane West:

lives by the beach in Cornwall

likes taking her dog Pip paddling
in the sea

loves bodyboarding

has worked in a bookshop, a school,
and in the real National Gallery
in London. She says it’s true about
the National Gallery being built
on a graveyard. And it’s true that it’s
a very creepy place to be at night
when all the visitors have left …

Now she’s a writer, and has had great fun
writing about the Magic Mates. She hopes
you liked reading about them.
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the Author
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The Author’s

Favourite Paintin
g

I really like the painting by
Andrea Solario (1465–1524)
called ‘A Man With a Pink’.
It looks very like the picture
opposite. I bet he’s really a
softy! You can see this painting
in the National Gallery
in London.

But my favourite painting is ‘The Rain It Raineth
Every Day’ by Norman Garstin (1847–1926).
It reminds me of wet holidays by the sea
when I was a little girl. You can see this
painting in the Penlee Gallery in Penzance.
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Vincent

Van Gogh

1 Vincent Van Gogh
was a real painter who lived
from 1853 until 1890. He was born
in the Netherlands but also visited Britain.

1 In this story is name is spelled ‘Goff’
because that’s how you say ‘Gogh’.

1 Van Gogh painted several pictures
of sunflowers to decorate a room
for his friend, the painter Paul Gaugin,
so it would be full of sunny flowers.

1 ‘The Sunflowers’ in the National Gallery
really is worth about £20 million. But, sadly,
Van Gogh was very poor when he died.
He didn’t sell any paintings while
he was alive – except to his brother, Theo.
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The National

Gallery

s The National Gallery opened in 1824.

s It has over 2300 paintings.

s The gallery moved to its home
in Trafalgar Square in 1838.

s During the Second World War,
many paintings were evacuated
to deep mines in Wales. This was safer
than leaving them in London to be bombed.

s It is free to go inside the gallery.

s The paintings are owned by the
British public.
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Artijokes!

Why are vampires
so good at art?

They’re good
at drawing blood!

Van Gogh’s sunflowers were arrested
by the police for murder.

They said they’d been framed!
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Art Lingo

Canvas Most artists paint on a rough material
called ‘canvas’ rather than on paper.

Cartoon Not a film made from drawings,
but a rough sketch made by the artist
before beginning a painting.

Egg tempera A water-based paint
made with the yolk of an egg. Yes, really!

Fresco Painting on to wet plaster.
The famous painting ‘The Last Supper’
by Leonardo da Vinci was made in this way.
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Impressionism A name given to painting
in the 1870s. Painters who used this style
liked to give an impression of sunshine or light.
This was a new style: before, most paintings
were more like photographs.

Masterpiece A really great painting.

Primary colours Red, yellow and blue.
You can mix every colour you need from these –
except white!
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Artful Quiz!

1 Where is the National Gallery?

2 What sort of holidays did the author

have as a child?

3 Why were the National Gallery’s

paintings sent to a Welsh mine?

4 Do artists paint with eggs?

5 Who owns the National Gallery?
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1London.
2Wetseasideholidays.

Thedogissadbecausehisownerhasdied. 3Tokeepthemsafefrombombs duringtheSecondWorldWar. 4Yes!Theyolksaresometimesmixedwithpaint. 5EverymemberoftheBritishpublic!

Answers

How did you score?

0–1 More ‘Oh no’ than ‘fresco’…

2–3 You’d sell more paintings than Van Gogh
did when he was alive!

4–5 If you were a painting,
you’d be a masterpiece!
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Just how exciting can a trip to an art
gallery be – even if it is built on top of
an old graveyard? Jo and Meena find
out when they get locked inside after

everyone else has gone home!


	Magic Mates Meet the Masterpiece
	Contents
	Meet the Magic Mates
	Chapter 1: Arty Party
	Chapter 2: The Sunflowers
	Chapter 3: Art Attack!
	Chapter 4: Thief!
	Chapter 5: A Painting Restored

	Extras!
	About the Author
	The Author’s Favourite Painting
	Vincent Van Gogh
	The National Gallery
	Artijokes!
	Art Lingo
	Artful Quiz!




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Standard v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType true
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 120
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00833
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 120
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00833
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (These are the Zinio recommened settings to trim, downsize and convert all images to the RGB color space. We recommend that you balance the image quality with the final file size to determine the optimal settings keeping in mind the 100kb/page target file size. <<<NOTE: please set the correct Default Page Size below.>>>)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [567.360 756.000]
>> setpagedevice


	01_answer: 
	Q1: 
	Q2: 
	02_answer: 
	Q3: 
	03_answer: 
	Q4: 
	04_answer: 
	Q5: 
	05_answer: 


